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Livestock brand registrations for Montana 

by-the-decade 
 

Searching the Montana livestock brand records online takes time and persistence, but with a few 

tips your search will lead you through the records to reveal stories of family, place, and time. 

Know that these records were created using a system that has evolved for over 150 years. The 

records reflect significant changes in organization and technology. Although you will find 

inconsistencies and errors, each listing provides the information needed to guide your search. 

 

For good or for bad, you will start your brand history with the 

information you have. You may have a family name, a town name, 

a range of years, or a brand configuration. Regardless of where 

you begin, your first task is to find a brand listing in the records. 

Once you find a listing you will use that information to move your 

brand forward and backward through the records.  
 

Using the online records gives you the advantage of being able 

to search all volumes or within a specific volume. But the online 

records are simply a reproduction of the physical records. 

Many listings are faded, have handwritten notes over top, or 

other mars that produce poor search results. When doing a 

brand history begin by using the online search function, but 

plan to manually navigate through the records to find 

additional listings that will not show up in search results.  
 

The following pages provide annotated brand listings by the decade to illustrate how names, 

numbers and dates can lead you through the records when search results fail. Refer to our 

separate handout for step-by-step searching instructions. For additional help contact us at     

406-444-2681 or at mhslibrary@mt.gov 
 

Use this table as a reference when moving between decades 
Decade Prefix for re-records Suffix for new/transferred 

brands 

1873-1910   

1911-1920 N.R.  

1921-1930 A A; R 

1931-1940 B 3 

1941-1950 C 4 

1951-1960 D 5 

1961-1970 E 6 

1971-1980 F 7 

1981-1990 H 8 

1991-2000 J 9 

2001-2010 K 0 

mailto:mhslibrary@mt.gov


1873-1910 
3 volumes: index by brands (handwritten), index by name (handwritten), brand registrations. 

 

Index by brand is grouped by characters (shapes and symbols), letters, and numbers.  

Index by name is alphabetical by first letter and first vowel of last name. Look for names added out of 

order on final pages of each lettered section. Look for Mc names at the end of the M section. Last names 

beginning with S are not well ordered and require more browsing.  

Neither index is searchable; you must browse the index pages to find name or brand listings. 

 

Pro tip: if you find a page number in either index higher than 4,262, subtract 1,970 from that page 

number and look for the new page number in the 1911-1920 registrations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Page number. Use this if you have a page number from an index or brand listing. 

2. Date the brand was recorded. Use this if you are browsing by date.  

3. Registration number for the brand. 

4. Date the brand was re-recorded in the next decade. In this example you could browse by this date in 

the 1911-1920 registration volumes. 

5. Handwritten date and name to whom the brand was transferred in either the current or preceding 

decade registrations. In this example you could use the 1911-1920 name index to find a page number 

or browse by the date in the 1911-1920 registration volumes.  

6. Name from whom the brand was transferred. In this example you could use the 1873-1910 name 

index to find the page number of the earlier brand recording. Note that it could be easier to use the 

1873-1910 brand index (character section) to find the same page number.  

 

  



1911-1920 
5 volumes: index by brand (handwritten), index by name (handwritten), 3 volumes of brand registrations.  

 

Index by brand is grouped by characters (shapes and symbols), letters, and numbers.  

Index by name is organized by first letter of last name. It is further very roughly organized by first two 

letters of last name, but not consistently. This can be a time-consuming index to use.  

Neither index is searchable; you must browse the index pages to find name or brand listings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1. Page number. Use this if you have a page number from an index or brand listing. This example 

illustrates the tip described above in the 1873-1910 records. The correct page number is 3156, 

however 5126 is the page number listed in the 1873-1910 index.  

2. Date the brand was recorded. Use this if you are browsing by date. 

3. Registration number for the brand. 

4. Date the brand was re-recorded. In this example you could browse by this date in the 1921-1930 

registration volume. 

5. Handwritten date and name to whom the brand was transferred in either the current or next 

decade registrations. In this example you could browse by this date in 1911-1920 registration 

volumes or use the 1911-1920 name index to find a page number. 

6. Name from whom the brand was transferred. In this example the previous registration could be 

in either the 1873-1910 registration volume or the 1911-1920 registration volumes. Use 1911-

1920 the brand index (character section) or the name index to find a page number. The brand 

index can be easier to use for this decade. You will find the earlier listing in the 1873-1910 

registrations.  

 

 

  



1921-1930 
3 volumes: index by brand (handwritten), index by name (typed), brand registrations. 

 

Index by brand is grouped by characters (shapes and symbols), letters, and numbers.  

Name index is in alphabetical order and is searchable. 

 

Pro tip: This is the first decade with a typed, alphabetical name index. If possible, begin your name search 

in this decade. However, be aware that the search results are not 100% accurate. You will need to browse 

the name index if your search does not provide a result.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Page number. Use this if you have a page number from an index or brand listing. 

2. Registration number for the brand. 

3. Date the brand was recorded. Use this if you are browsing by date. 

4. Page number for the previous brand registration as a new record. In this example the leading N.R. 

directs you to the 1911-1920 registration volumes. 

5. Handwritten date and page number to whom the brand was transferred. In this example you 

could browse by the page number or date in the 1931-1940 registration volume.  

6. Date the brand was re-recorded. In this example you could browse by this date in the 1931-1940 

registration volume. 

7. Page number from whom the brand was transferred. In this example the absence of a prefix or 

suffix directs you to the 1911-1920 registration volumes. Note throughout the re-record year of 

1921, a page number prefix or suffix was not used regardless of if the preceding registration was 

a new-record or a transfer. After January 1, 1922, page numbers referring to a new record in the 

1911-1920 registration volumes were designated with N.R., while page numbers referring to 

transferred brands in the 1911-1921 registration volumes continued with an absence of a prefix 

or suffix.  

8. Page number from whom the brand was transferred. In this example the trailing -R confirms this 

is a page number within the current volume of registrations (1921-1930). 



1931-1940 

3 volumes: index by brand (handwritten), index by name (typed), brand registrations. 
 

Index by brand is grouped by characters (shapes and symbols), letters, and numbers.  

Name index is in alphabetical order and is searchable. 
 

Re-records and new/transferred brands are divided into separate sections with independent page 

numbering for the first time. 
 

Re-records snip 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New/Transferred Brands snip 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Page number in the Re-records section. Use this if you have a page number from an index or 

brand listing. 

2. Date the brand was recorded. Use this if you are browsing by date. 

3. Certificate number for the brand. In this example the leading B- confirms this is 1931-1940 re-

record certificate number. 

4. Page number for the previous brand recording. In this example the trailing -A directs you to the 

1921-1930 registration volume.  

5. Handwritten date and page number to whom the brand was transferred. In this example you 

could browse by the page number or date in the New/Transferred Brands section in the 1941-

1950 registration volume.  

6. Certificate number for the brand.  

7. Date the brand was re-recorded. In this example you could browse by this date in the Re-records 

section in the 1941-1950 registration volume.  

8. Name and page number from whom the brand was transferred. In this example the leading B- 

directs you to the Re-records section in the 1931-1940 registration volume.  

  



1941-1950 
3 volumes: index by brand (handwritten), index by name (typed), brand registrations. 
 

Index by brand is grouped by characters (shapes and symbols), letters, and numbers.  

Name index is in alphabetical order and is searchable. 
 

Re-records snip 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

New/Transferred Brands snip 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1. Page number in the Re-records section. Use this is you have a page number from an index or 

brand listing.  

2. Certificate number for the brand. In this example the leading C- confirms this is a 1941-1950 re-

record certificate number. 

3. Date the brand was recorded. Use this if you are browsing by date. 

4. Page number for the previous brand recording. In this example the leading B- directs you to the 

Re-records section in the 1931-1940 registration volume. 

5. Page number for the previous recording of the brand. In this example the trailing -3 directs you to 

the New/Transferred Brands section in the 1931-1940 registrations volume.  

6. Page number in the New/Transferred Brands section.  

7. Certificate number for the brand.  

8. Certificate number and name from whom the brand was transferred. In this example the leading 

C- directs you to the Re-records section in the 1941-1950 registration volume.  

9. Handwritten date and page or registration number to whom the brand was transferred. In this 

example because the date is after 1951, the trailing -5 in the number below the date directs you 

to a registration number in the New/Transferred Brands section in the 1951-1960 registration 

volume. If the date is before 1951, the number below the date is a page number.  

10. Date the brand was re-recorded. Use this if you are browsing by date.  



1951-1960 
1 volume: brand registrations. 

 

Re-records snip 

 

 

 

 

 

New/Transferred Brands snip 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Page number in the Re-records section. 

2. Certificate number for the brand. In this example the leading D- confirms this is a 1951-1960 re-

record number.  

3. Certificate number for the previous brand recording. In this example the trailing -4 directs you to 

the New/Transferred Brands section in the 1941-1950 registration volume. 

4. County code for the residence of the person recording the brand. 

5. Date the brand was recorded. Use this if you are browsing by date. 

6. Page number in the New/Transferred Brands section.  

7. Handwritten certificate number to whom the brand was transferred. In this example the trailing -

5 directs you to the New/Transferred Brands section in the 1951-1960 registration volume. 

8. Certificate number for the brand. In this example the trailing -5 confirms this is a 1951-1960 

New/Transferred Brands certificate number.  

9. Certificate number from whom the brand was transferred. In this example the trailing -5 directs 

you to the New/Transferred Brands section in 1951-1960 registration volume.  

  



1961-1970 
1 volume: brand registrations. 

 

Re-records snip 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

New/Transferred Brands 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Page number in the Re-records section. 

2. Certificate number. In this example the leading E- confirms this is a 1961 re-record number.  

3. Certificate number for the previous brand recording. The trailing -5 directs you to the 

New/Transferred Brands section in the 1951-1960 registration volume. 

4. Date the brand was re-recorded. Use this if you are browsing by date. 

5. Handwritten certificate number to whom the brand was transferred. In this example the trailing -

7 directs you to the New/Transferred Brands section of the 1971-1980 registration volume.  

6. County code for the residence of the person recording the brand. 

7. Page number in the New/Transferred Brands section.  

8. Certificate number in the New/Transferred Brands section. In this example the trailing -6 confirms 

this is a 1961-1970 New/Transferred brand certificate number.  

9. Page number for the previous brand recording. In this example the leading C- directs you to the 

Re-records section in the 1941-1950 registration volume. 

10. Certificate number from whom the brand was transferred. In this example the trailing -5 directs 

you to the New/Transferred Brands section in the 1951-1960 registration volume. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



1971-1980 
1 volume: brand registrations. 
 

Re-records section  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New/Transferred Brands section 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Page number in the Re-Records section. 

2. Certificate number. The leading F- confirms this is a 1971 re-record certificate number. 

3. Certificate number for the previous brand recording. In this example the trailing -6 directs you to 

the New/Transferred Brands section in the 1961-1970 registration volume.  

4. Date the brand was re-recorded. Use this if you are browsing by date. 

5. County code for the residence of the person recording the brand.  

6. Page number from whom the brand was transferred. In this example the trailing -4 directs you to 

the New/Transferred section in the 1941-1950 registration volume.  

7. Handwritten certificate number to whom the brand was transferred. In this example the trailing   

-7 directs you to the New/Transferred Brands section in the 1971-1980 registration volume.  

8. Certificate number from whom the brand was transferred. In this example the trailing -6 directs 

you to the New/Transferred Brands of the 1961-1970 registration volume. 

  



Note: the 1981-1990 and 1991-2000 registrations are not available online. The Montana Historical Society 

is working to digitize these records. 

 

2001-2010 
8 groups of 14 brand registration books.  
 

Reports were generated throughout the decade on demand. Records and New/Transferred brand 

registrations are interspersed with non-consecutive page numbering. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Certificate number. In this example the leading K- confirms this is a 2001-2010 re-record 

certificate number.  

2. Abbreviation for animal and location on the animal for the brand 

3. Code for county of range. A registration may have up to five counties of range. 

4. Certificate number from previous brand recording. In this example the trailing -9 directs you to 

the 1991-2000 registration volume. 

5. Date the brand was registered. Use this if you are browsing by date. 

6. Livestock Commission alpha-numerical code for the brand configuration.  

7. Certificate number from whom the brand was transferred. In this example the leading J- directs 

you to the 1991-2000 registration volume.   

8. Certificate number. In this example the trailing -0 confirms this is a 2001-2010 New/Transferred 

Brands certificate number.  

9. Certificate number for the previous brand recording. In this example the leading F- directs you to 

the Re-records section in the 1971-1980 registration volume. 

 


